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What really happened during the “Raid on Area 51”? 
By: Jordan and Cael * 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The back gate is seen at the top-secret military installation at the Nevada Test and 
Training Range known as Area 51 on July 22, 2019 near Rachel, Nevada. 

The 40 permanent residents of Rachel, Nevada were reluctant for “Alienstock” to 
begin. About 2.1 million people claimed that they would come to the nearby town 
of Rachel, Nevada to storm area 51, of the people who signed up, only about 3,000 
people actually came. Although Area 51 has had rumors of being a facility where 
aliens were being held hostage and possibly undergoing military testing, the 
origins of the efforts to rescue the aliens in area 51 started when  a college 
student posted, “storm area 51, they cant stop all of us.”  
 
In an article from Sept 25, The Washington Post reported that, 

 “It wasn’t totally clear how much of the whole thing was a joke — an 
Internet meme that got stuck somewhere in the delicate membrane that 
separates the online world, with its anime-inspired advice for how to 
sprint in a way that helps you dodge bullets (head forward, arms pointed 
straight back, it’s called “Naruto running”), and real life, where Area 51 is 
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guarded by armed military officers who probably could stop as many 
people as they wanted to.”  

At the town of Rachel, police officers and residents prepared for an onslaught of 
people who would “Invade” area 51.  According to the NY Times, some people in 
the little town worried that so many people coming all at once would lead to 
“chaos, choking the two-lane roads, scarring the desert with trash and camper 
trailers, and even draining the water table.”  Some residents were even posting 
no trespassing signs. Others were excited to have the additional business and 
opened up a concession stand on their property. Many visitors were lining up to 
have pancakes at the  Little A'lE'Inn, one of the few businesses in the community.  

While there were apparently a handful of arrests, the NY Times reported 

that “most people were heeding the warnings from county sheriffs, state 

police and the Air Force  not to assault the gates of a heavily guarded military 

base.” One person in an alien costume wanted to have a police officer take a 

picture pretending to handcuff him but changed his mind when the officer 

told him that, “Once the handcuffs go on, they don’t come off.” The 

interactions between the officers and the visitors were mostly friendly.  

 

So, in the end, no one “rushed” the gates of Area 51. Only a few people were 

arrested. No aliens were rescued. But, a lot of people seem to have had a 

good time getting away from their everyday worries and spending time in 

the desert chasing dreams.  

 

The search 
continues.  

Credit Jessica Pons 
for The New York 
Times 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sources: www.cnn.com/2019/07/31/us/area-51-fast-facts/index.html 
www.nytimes.com/2019/09/21/us/area-51-alienstock.html 
 
www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/at-the-area-51-raid-the-real-alien-invaders-were-the-friends-they-made-alo
ng-the-way/2019/09/24/5a99b80c-ded7-11e9-b199-f638bf2c340f_story.html 

 

https://www.facebook.com/nyecountysheriff/videos/638965413176526/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/15/us/area-51-raid.html?searchResultPosition=3&module=inline
https://www.cnn.com/2019/07/31/us/area-51-fast-facts/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/21/us/area-51-alienstock.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/at-the-area-51-raid-the-real-alien-invaders-were-the-friends-they-made-along-the-way/2019/09/24/5a99b80c-ded7-11e9-b199-f638bf2c340f_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/at-the-area-51-raid-the-real-alien-invaders-were-the-friends-they-made-along-the-way/2019/09/24/5a99b80c-ded7-11e9-b199-f638bf2c340f_story.html
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What’s Going on Around Campus 
 
TUTORING- if you need help with homework or an hour at school with no 
distractions to finish your homework, tutoring is the place for you. It’s from 
3:10-4:05 pm in the library 
 
SPOOKY  SCARY SKELETON BASKET- if you pre-order your yearbook ($30) by 
Oct. 25, you will be entered into a drawing for a basket full of goodies that is on 
display in the front trophy cases by the office/library.  
 

COLORGUARD- Any 8th graders interested in Colorguard for band next year need 
to go visit with Mr. Flores, either at lunch (10/17) or after school in the band room.  
 
STUDENT LUNCH WORKERS - Need to be 8th graders and can help!  If you are 
interested, come leave your name in the office! 

 

 Upcoming MESA Trip 

By Samuel M. 

On October 30th, there will be a field trip for six of our Mesa members. 
They will be traveling to New Mexico Military Institute in Roswell, New Mexico. 
Some of the exercises and courses that the MESA members are taking is The 
Leadership Reaction Course (LRC) and ropes courses. The purpose of this trip is 
to increase our leadership skills and to increase our ability to work with others. 

FFA 

By Adrienne R. 

The Future Farmers of America are going to the district creed competition 
November 4th. The Friday before they will be hosting the preliminary contest. 
The National competition will be October 28 in Indianapolis. There will be 60,000 
kids and 1,000 celebrities. There will be a number of fundraisers including selling 
pistachios and more, which will end on Halloween, and will help raise money for 
the district competition. After that they will sell jerky. If you need to contact Mr. 
Arguello, he asks that you use his school email: 
moarguello@portalesschools.com    

 

 

 

mailto:moarguello@portalesschools.com
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 FCCLA 
By : Angelique Ennis 

FCCLA is an organization that focuses on family, careers, and the community. 
The students do not have the information on their competitions yet but they are 
very excited. The competition is in January. They have some leadership events 
coming before then and are very excited. Mrs. Hightowers says that she is 
excited as well. They also have their community service all planned out. They will 
be painting the curbs at the Junior High and parent pick up lines to make sure 
everyone stays safe. Good luck to FCCLA. 

 

SPORTS 
 

The Portales Rams’ Soccer Team Hits a Plateau 
By Cael Grawrock  

 Coach Aunan said  the Portales Rams boys’ Soccer team has had a rough 
season. They are still working to improve their offensive and goalie skills. Mr. Aunan 
has commented that while the defensive plays are looking great, the offensive plays still 
need work. In particular, the team is working on taking the shots that would lead to wins, 
not necessarily waiting for the “perfect shot.” There are only a few 8th graders on the 
team, so there is time for them to improve their skills in coming seasons. Although this 
season may not be going well, we hope the Rams will come out on top 
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PJHS Football 
7th grade by Angelique Ennis and Adrienne Ruiz 

8th grade by Juan D. 

Portales Junior High did very well in their sporting events this year. The 7th grade 
football team went undefeated and won their championship game! They played Marshall 
on Tuesday, October 8th, in the afternoon. Before the game Dallas Lozano stated, “If 
we stay focused and not cocky, I’m very confident.”  Apparently it paid off!  

The 8th grade team had a good season and we could have gone undefeated if we had 
not lost to Texico in the very first game. Our last game is going to be on Thursday, Oct 
17, and so far we have had a great season. Now, we will have to try our hardest to 
defeat Ruidoso. Ruidoso is going is going to be a challenging opponent but we can 
overcome the situation. 

 

 

 

Coaches:  Max Rodriguez, Mr. 
Horton, and Jacob Salgado are all 

smiles after winning their 
championship game! 

Photos shared from Facebook  
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Volleyball 

By Adri and Mykenzie 

The Portales Volleyball girls represented PJHS well!  The 7th grade A team brought 
home the first place trophy in the Clovis tournament. The 7th A team was 9-1. The 7th B 
team was 1-8. The 8th grade A team was 10-4, and the 8th grade B team was 4-2.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coach Bucksath takes a picture with the 8th grade team before 
Pink Out Tournament to raise money for breast cancer awareness.   

 

Seventh grade A team takes first place in the Clovis tournament. 

 
 
 
 

       Sports Are Changing! 

By : Angelique Ennis 

Q: Girls, are you excited about basketball?  

Basketball season is starting. Tryouts will be November 4th 
and 5th. You will have to have a physical and a medical 
packet turned in before you can tryout. Coach King will be 
coaching one of the basketball teams. She claims that it is 
“the best sport ever.” Ms. King says that she doesn’t know if 
they will start off good for the season but she states, “We 
will always practice to be a winning team.” Hopefully, it pays 
off. 
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Boys Basketball Tryouts Coming in November! 

By Thomas Villalobos 

For this basketball season the seventh grade basketball coach will be 
Coach Tellez.  The eighth grade basketball coach will be Coach Horton.  Tryouts 
for this season will be held on November 4th and November 5th.  If you would like 
to qualify for one of these Junior High teams, you should probably sharpen your 
dribbling, shooting, and guarding skills. 

Two weeks before tryouts occur, open gym will be available to anyone in 
7th or 8th grade. If you are interested in trying out for a team, you are encouraged 
to start coming to open gym. Check with Mr. Horton and Mr. Tellez for times. 

 

Some interesting people 

work in our junior high! How 

well do you know your 

teachers?  
 

GET TO KNOW YOUR TEACHERS:  
By: Samuel M. 

Mrs. Prince: She teaches Gifted and talented from Grades 1-8, the periods that 
she works varies between schools. Her favorite things to do are to hang out with her 
kids and her granddaughter. She feels that her classes are doing well this year. Some 
things that she likes to do are cross stitching, quilting, canning foods, and traveling. In 
her family life she is married and has two dogs. Her son is married and he and his wife 
have a daughter and a child on the way. Her daughter is also a teacher. Her son works 
in wind turbines. She doesn’t have a favorite quote because she loves them all and she 
couldn’t decide on just one quote. Something that inspires her is when she finds a 
question to which she doesn’t know the answer, because it makes her want to learn 
more. She prefers to not watch horror movies, but she likes movies that are uplifting and 
happy. Her favorite football team is the cowboys and she states that she will always 
stick with them no matter what.  
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Mr. Aunan: He teaches physical science, the periods that he teaches are 1st, 
3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th. His favorite things to do are to exercise and to hang out with 
family. He feels fortunate working at the Junior High and with the school district. The 
hobbies that he has includes being in sports, playing video games, and reading. In his 
family life he is married and has children. He has a brother in Colorado, a mom in 
Washington, and a dad in Arizona. His favorite quote that he knows is, “Don’t tell me, 
show me,” because it reminds him of his father and how his father would tell him that. 
Something that inspires him is when hard work pays off. His favorite movie is Gladiator, 
and his favorite football team is the Philadelphia Eagles. 

 

 
OCTOBER STUDENTS OF THE MONTH   

 
 

boys interviewed by Cael and Thomas* 
  

Uziel Jacovo 
Q:  What was your reaction when you learned you 
were chosen by your teachers to be a Student of 
the Month? 
A:  I was kind of surprised!  
Q:  Why do you think you were chosen for this 
recognition? 
A: I turn in my work on time and pay attention in 
class.  
Q:  What was your reward? 
A:  We received a pepperoni pizza from Dominos 
and a coke for lunch.  
Q: What can other students do to be considered 
for Student of the Month? 
A: Pay attention in class, participate in what is 
going on, and be a good role model. 
Q:  Is there anything you would like to say? 
A:  “I would like to improve my grades” 
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Jase Hightower 

 
Q:  What was your reaction when you learned 
you were chosen by your teachers to be a 
Student of the Month? 
A:  I was excited! 
Q:  Why do you think you were chosen for this 
recognition? 
A: I pay attention and listen to my teachers.  
Q:  What was your reward? 
A: We got a pizza to ourselves and a coke. I 
really enjoyed it! 
Q: What can other students do to be considered 
for Student of the Month? 
A: Pay attention in class and don’t mess around. 

 

Students of the Month are nominated by their teachers based on their contributions 
and behaviors in class. Teachers are looking for individuals who are good role 
models, have positive attitudes, and demonstrate good work ethics. Many 
nominations are received each month. Only 2 are selected from each grade level.   

Girls interviewed by Angelique & Adrienne  

 

Cydnee Massey 

  Cydnee M. is one of the 8th grade students of 
the month. She says that she felt really 
surprised and honored. She says, “I can help 
make some decisions,” and, “I can help 
students in any way.” She claims that she has 
worked really hard and that she does deserve 
this award.  

Good luck with being a student of the month, 
Cydnee. 
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Dayanna Fernandez 

Dayanna is one of the 8th grade students of the 
month. She says she felt a sense of pride when she 
got elected. She claims that she can “help anyone 
who needs help.” She says the reason she 
deserves this award is because, “I work hard and 
do my best in everything I do.''  

Congrats, Dayanna! 

 

 

 

 

QUESTION OF THE MONTH?  

By Juan D. * 

What will you do to get your grades 
up? 

At first glance, this is like a “duh” sort of 
question...but it’s really a good question! 
What will YOU do to get YOUR grades up? 
Why do they even matter? It’s just junior 
high, right?  

It matters because the skills that you 
learn in junior high will be skills you use in 
high school, and, if you decide to go, even 
in college. They will even help you when you get a job! 

Here are some suggestions for success from a blog post by Julian Krinsky, a 
South African immigrant who has become a well known entrepreneur and owner 
at JKCP. He runs kids’ summer programs that include tennis, golf, business, 
cooking, the arts, and even fitness programs!  
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1) Get a weekly planner: something that will help you get organized is a 
planner to write down school work, chores, meetings, holidays, 
obligations, and any other agendas.  

2) Get organized: getting organized is something that will help you in school, 
at home, and in life in general. Getting organized is essential for getting 
your homework done on time and to the right teachers. 

3) Doing your homework: doing your homework on a regular basis is 
important, and if you do it every day at the same time it will become a 
good habit. 

4) Have a healthy lifestyle: eating healthy is good, not just to your physical 
strength but also for your mental health too. Eating healthy is good for 
your brain and it can help you with your school work and memory. Eat 
healthy!  

 

 

 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

Contributor: Samuel M. 

“Sometimes you will never know the value of a 
moment until it becomes a memory.” 

- Dr. Seuss 
 

 

Theodor Seuss Geisel, 1904-1991 
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  October  2019   
 

Sun  Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri  Sat 

    1   
4:30 -7th 
Football 
4:30 - 
Volleyball 

2  3  4 
PJHS 
Dance 6-9 

5 

6  7  8  9  10 
4:00 - 
Football  vs 
Dexter- 
Away 

11 
FALL 
BREAK - 
NO 
SCHOOL 

12 

13  14 
Indigenous 
People’s 
Day - 
NO 
SCHOOL 

15  16  17 
4:30 - 8th 
Football vs 
Ruidoso - 
Home 

18  19 
Peanut 
Valley 
Festival, at 
FairGround
s 

20  21 
Parent 
Teacher 
Conference 
8-4:00 

22  23  24 
7th grade 
Health 
Maze 

25  26 

27  28  29  30 
NM Military 
Institute 
Mesa Field 
trip.  

31 
Happy 
Halloween! 

NOV        1                  2 

3  4 
 
Basketball 
tryouts, 
boys & girls 

5 
 
Basketball 
tryouts, 
boys & girls 

6  7  8 
 
 
Progress 
Reports 

9 
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Parent’s Corner: 
From our Student Handbook: 

Portales Junior High School encourages parents to be involved with their child’s 
education. One way we help parents be involved is by giving them the opportunity to 
regularly monitor their child’s progress through our PowerSchool system. With 
the PowerSchool system, a parent can easily access their child’s attendance, 
grades, and lunch fees. Parents may also email teachers directly through 
PowerSchool. To access PowerSchool, you may obtain a password and 
instructions from the PJHS Main office located at 700 East Third Street or call our 
office at 356-7045.  
Steps to access PowerSchool.  

1. Go to the internet. 
2. Type in: www.portalesschools.com 
3. Click on PowerSchool  
4. Click on PowerSchool for Parents  
5. Put in your user name and password (you can get these from PJHS office) 
6. The page you are on will show you your child’s attendance and average grade.  
Click on the average grade to see a list of the assignments that are averaged. 
  

If you have any questions, you can contact the PJHS main office at 356-7045.  

 

For Your Safety: 
 

PJHS and PHS Students who live near Lindsey-Steiner 
Can catch the following bus to and from school: 

 
Bus #19 

Loads at 7:30 
Returns at 3:30 

 

Mr. Terry states, "Remember if they are going to ride they need to contact the school 
and have them add the bus number to the student demographics or they will not be on 

our roster." 

 

 

 

http://www.portalesschools.com/
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SHOUT OUTS AND AFFIRMATIONS 
 

 
 
 
 
 

If you have shoutouts or affirmations that you would like to share and 

don’t have a chance to see the person...or maybe you just want to say 

thank you to someone who has helped you out with something.  Write 

them down, put them in the box by the office aid table… 

Keep them clean and kind and  

You will see them in the next issue! 

 

 


